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OPN OSTRANDER/ KM YALE, WRITERS 


<90U CAN EXPLAIN 
WHAT THE HELL YOUR 
MEN ARE DOING, 
CAPTAIN! > 


CTHISE OH, HS 

A TRAGEDY, MAT 
WHEN T AND MY MEN WERE 
BEING RECALLED TO 
MCTER RGGIA, NE Were 


A TERRIBLE THING, 


‘ : “i ue 
( 


THE MAIOR FIGURED OUT SOMETHING 


8UT--NO POUBT- nip a 
WERE MEANT FOR THE BLACK 
MARKET IN MOSCOW, 


Haseena pings 
BILLY TIPEWATER, WE) 
er Ao eu Pays se, 
YOU ALGO ARE A DEADMAN, 


(CLAN IN PARTICULAR, 
ae ng THE DAICH DOKI, HAG BEEN 
—— 


INSTRUMENTAL IN THIS, 


IT WOULD NOT BE EFFICIENT. 
MY PEOPLE ARE NOT PROFES- 
SIONAL TRAINED IN 


OF COURSE 
ANO THEY'RE NOT 


AS... EXPENDABLE... 


AS GAITING, EH? 


CL UNDERSTAND, 
WOULD THREE MILLION A 
BE ENOUGH? 


IF WETAKE THiS 08, WEGET 
ALL THE INFO YOu GOT, YOu PUT THE 
MONEY IN OUR ACOOUNTAND THEN 

YOU STAY THE HELL OUTOF 
OUR WAY. 


ay 
5a 
we 


YANO WHAT 15 YOUR WILL 


HAD PAST DEALINGS WITH 
MAY CONTACT HIM, SHAW IS 


THERE IS NO DEZTOF HONOR, 
OF Giki NINJO, BINDING THIS 
CLAN TO MARK-SAN. 

ACT 


>. 


WE MADE A DEAL. IN RETUI 
IGAVEHIM ANIGHTOF Wiki 


‘ OWE YOU MY FREEDOM. 
OWE YOU My CAPTIVITY. I 
OWE YOU NOTHING. Z WILL 

NOT KILL YOU--THIS TME. 


EXPERWENTS THATGAVE 
YOU SUPERGTRENGTH 
ALGO MATE YOUR SKIN 


COULD PENETRATE 
ITTHAT WAG IN 


THERES BEEN NO 
OVERTURES. 


THATCAN BURN RIGHT. 
THROUGH YOU. AND I 
HAVEA MAN WHO 


YOU WORK WITH 
US AND I GUARANTEE 


TOGO WHERE YOu 
WANT, 


You PLAY 
ME FALSE AND 
OUR FRIEND WILL 


ere 


<WE HAVE PHASED OUTOUR USE OF \| [_/7<No, 2 THINK NOT. OBEDIEN 
THE PEOPLES HEROES, BLUETRINITY, FOLLOWING ORDERS... THESE ARE 
COMRADE ZASTROW. HOWEVER, WOULD NOTTHE STEEL WOLFE STRONG 
ITNOT BE WISE 7O PEPPER YOUR 
TEAM WITH ONE OR TWO MORE 
SEASONED PLAYERS2> 


<STALMOIVOLK, FOR 
EXAMPLE. GIVE THE WOR? 
AND WE SHALL NEGOTIATE 
HIG RELEASE.> 


<THE MAN IS 
DANGEROUS--A THREAT 
OTHE SAFETY OF HiS: 
COMRATES..NO, Z THINK 


TRUTH, DO YOu STILL 
HOLD THE OPINION THAT 
THE AFGHAN REBELS 
DONOT KiLLYouR 0. 
pyvouscex exorsens) (= 


FOUND DEAD WITH MY 
BROTHER. ANY FINAL, 


[i en tee” were TaKen 8 Z1uKo 
MILITARY WEAPONS SEEM To BE AN? THE DEATHS FAKED. > 

FINOING THEIR WAY INTO JAPAN AND” 

{NTO THE HANDS OF THE YAKUZA.THE 


“THE FIRST PLACE IN FOO? LINES. 

NO JOBS, MONEY, HOUSING -- 
ITG SURPRISING MORE CON'T 
GO TOGICH EXTREMES.) 


“COMRADE RASKOV, I 
WOULD INSIST UPON IT.) 


UTATION FOR CRUEL 
NOT WHOLLY EARNED. 
NOT WHOLLY UNDE- 
_ SERVED. 


KHMER 2OUGE HAVE NOT 
ENDLESS PATIENCE. WE CONTROL 
COUNTRY. WILL NOT HAVE CONTROL 
CHALLENGED AGAIN. THESE WEAPONS: 
“THEY COULD BE THREAT. WE WILL 
NOT TOLERATE THREATS. YOU 


<I HAVE SWORN TO TEND TO HER 


UNTIL SHE COMES OUTOF HER COMA. ARE 
YOU SUGGESTING I ABANDON THAT2?. 


INWHICH ITWAS GIVEN. 
FORNOW, WE WILL LET 
‘THE MATTER REST WITH POND ARIGATO, 
THE GUICITE SQUAD.) TAIBU. (THE TRANQUILITY 
e YOUR HOME GHALL 


on EA 
SUSTAINNEONMY FLIGHT pe — 
BACKTO TOO TNS A 


Z'VE FELT MUCH THE SAME 
WAY ABOUT HER, BuT, MARK, SHE 
2. NOT DRAMATICALLY, 
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DC COMICS INC. 
(566 Fith Avenue, New York, NY 16103, 


Dear Sirs & Ma’am, 

Ive just finished devouring SUICIDE 
SQUAD #49, and felt compelled to write 
and share my thoughts on it. 

I know that I've raved about Mr. 
MeDonnell and Mr. Isherwood's artwork in 
the past, but I'd like to take this opportuni- 
ty to do so again. In my opinion, the art on 
this title i ike a fine meal. only beter, in 
that you can enjoy it over and over again. 
Now Td be the Gre: to admit that bake 
and Geof's work wouldn't fit in just any 
series (JLA for example); however, here, 
where the atmosphere is always dark and 
moody, and the characters’ morale low, it 
fita like a glove. Good ob, gentlemen. 

John and Kim are also to be commend- 
ed for the excellent plots and scripts 
they've turned out over the last 49 issues. 
Often when a writer stays on any one title 
for that long, he'she loses their objective 
outlook on the title and falls into a rut 
of rehashing prior storylines, but that's 
far from the case here. With the caliber 
of stories that John and Kim are capable 
of producing, I look forward to 50 more 
fantastic issues. 

‘Aa for the events of this issue, I found 
the most engrossing to be the revelation 
that the Atom is no longer Ray Palmer, 
because I was convinced that the reports 
of his death were fictitious, an elaborate 
hoax devised by Waller, but if Adam Cray 
1s now the Atom, then that means the 
reports are indeed true, which brings me 
to my question of who killed him? Could 
the Wall have bed a hand in it? I kind of 
doubt it, but it wouldn't be the first death 
she's responsible for, although this one 
would be in a more direct manner. 

That's it for this time around. I can't 
wait for next issue, but until then... 


‘Marson Fedrick 
PO. Box 514 
Ellisville, MS 39437 

Dear Squad Scribes, 
It bas been a while since my last letter, 
but college has a way of sapping one’s 
energy and consuming vast quantities of 


issue #50; the 
intriguing. 
= meDorsell isa mood penciller. 
he defined the look 


of the new 
Sgusd, but I prefer Geol lnberwoed on 
pencils. It is not that Luke is not good: 


Dear Dan, 
Okay, now we're on a rol. Batgirl — 
Oracle—has now joined the 


David, Luke's busy on some secret 
upcoming project,’ 30 he won't be pitching 
in quite 20 often. More on Luke in the 
months to 


together, and 
you can rest assured that SUICIDE 
SQUAD 59-57 will have some ofthe best 


part of the team. 
‘And okay, so Ray Palmer is dead! W 


Dear Dan & Co, 

‘This may sound clichéd, but I'd been 
thinking of giving up on SUICIDE 
SQUAD before reading #49. After the 
attempt at rejuvenation through the 
Phoenix Gambit, the book had loat its 


Control’ was probably the best issue in a 
couple of years, and just in time with the 
landmark 50th issue next up. There's 
something about the Bat-family that 
makes them char- 


ly interesting 
Siters, and Barbera Gordon's recent role 
im this book has brought the best out of 
the writers—and she certainly deserves 
not to be forgotten after her crippling 
injuries and experiences in THE 
KILLING JOKE. | presume that Amanda 
is asking her whether she wants to 
become more involved with the Squad, if 
still anonymously, and I think she's likely 
to accept the role as it would give her 
something other than the Joker to aim at. 
‘Meanwhile, I look forward to seeing the 
Boomerang Deadshot tension continue to 
build and then snap; the town isn’t big 
‘enough for the two of them. And there 
cant be two Atoms. At least, not counting 
the Golden Age one! 
‘50th, and happy bolidays! A lot 
of DC ks are reaching that 50th issue 
toon; I wonder which wall make it to #100? 


Malcolm Bourne 

Lancashire, England 

A lot can hoppen in 50 months, 
How has your life changed since 


Malcolm. 
SUICIDE SQUAD made its debut? Four 
and a half years es c long time for humans 


found herself an sire, visible venue in 


the DC Universe. Her history 2s a super. 
heroine and her filial and professional 
relationship with James Gordon are two 
ich qualities she brings lato this book. 

T hope her sole gradually expande to the 


gerous 
Squad and being experimented on. He 
surely does have potential to cause all 


kinds of problems, and the Squad surely 
doesn’t lack for those! 1 hope he's used 
prudently and doesn't become a deus ex 
machina, The identity of the new Atom 
was surprising and sad at the same time. 
(Tm curious as to how he got the belt, by’ 
the way.) But I had hoped that this was 
Ray Paimer. Hix murder, if he is indeed 
dead, is too big a story to be left unwrit- 
But the oid rule, “HeShe ain't dead 
turiess one sees the body.” leaves me hope- 
ful that Ray will return eventually. 

'm looking forward to seeing some orig- 
inal SS members next month. And con 
gratulations on reaching the fifty- 
mark! Despite featuring a team that 


members, SUICIDE SQUAD has always 
Provided high-quality stories and art for 


its readers. 
Jim Kelly 

29 West Meirose Street 

Valley Stream, NY 11580-4503 


Hey, Jim, if you think ebout it, not one 
member of the original Suicide Squed 
survives to this day. Karin Grace died 
during Millennium, Rick Flag died in a 
nuclear explosion. Jeff Bright probably 
bought it himaelf in ©50. and Doctor 
Evans fell to his death in Tibet. Some 
legacy. huh? 

‘Actually, though, no one ever recovered 
Evan's body from the frozen wastes of the 
Himalayas... 

Man. I hope John and Kim aren’ read 
ing this... 


Suicide Notes: 

Issue #49 was only slightly more inter- 
esting than #48. At least Oracle isn't 
going to be e whiner and showed some 
gate. When I read issue #48 I thought I 
was reading X-Factor and a certain other 
annoying redhead. The Squad is looking 
pretty weak with Boomerang, Tiger, and 
Deadshot as the only members. Having 
Waller beat up on the new Thinker made 
me sick. Let's face it, guys, she is nothing 
more than an average human with a 
sligntly above average intellect. What I 
really liked in both issues was the sense 
of history and things from the past still 
lingering about—the real Thinker's hel- 
met, Oracle, Cliff Carmichael, and Dr. 
LaGrieve to name a few. 

The characterization, as always, was 
immense. The Tiger talking to Waller 
reminded me of the old days except that 
Turner's a little less nice. Deadshot still 
wanting his stuff and still blaming 
Boomerang was phenomenal. By the way, 
Deséshot out of costume was interesting 
Tam fully against this new no-costume 
look, but found that seeing Deadshot 
without the mask was more intense than 
such a thing is possible. 
erang’s reaction to Deadshot's 
remark was standard, for him. 

‘nen there's Flag. He was never my 
favorite character. I could never really 
understand those “doing my duty” types. 
Flag, though, occasionally went against 
his orders to de what he thought was 
right. He was loyal to the Squad even 
though he didn’t really like some of the 
members. When he died, he went out in 
the manner that perfectly fit him and his 
attitude. It was one of my favorite iagues, 
even if you did kill off a great team of bad 
guys. I'm looking forward to issue #50. 

ke 


Barry F. 
2201 Palmer Avenue, Apt iC 
New Rochelle, NY 10801 


PS. Thanks for unmasking Faxman—er... 
um...F meant Atom. 


Dear Suicide Squad, 
‘The latest issue, focusing on Amanda, 
was one of the best of the series. It was. a 
good reminder of why Amanda is in 
charge, as it shows her strong character. 
She seems to be one of the most real 
“people” in comics today. Cliff Carmichael 
the new Thinker is a great improve- 
ment on the idea behind the villain. 
Please consider making Oracle a full= 
time member. Oracle, who is Barbara 
Gordon, is too good to be left in limbo.'Are 
you planning on having an annual or any 
‘crossovers in the next. 


‘Could you also tell un if John’ K. Snyder 


is currently doing ‘any work for DC? He 
would boa grees choles fit a GUICIDE 


SQUAD Annual.: 
Deanis R. Wood 


PS. The illustration John K. Snyder 
did for Ultra the Multi-Alien was.fantas- 
tic and I am anxiously awaiting the mini- 
series. t 

Thanks for. the. kind words, Dennis: 
John K. Snyder II, (a.k.a.Dr- 3),.is;cur- 
rently hard at'work on am upcoming MIS- 
TER E series with writer K.W. Jeter and 
inker Jay Geldhof. Foe seen some of the 
pages, and if you folks liked what John 
did here for the 
to love MISTER R. 


Dear Dan, 


SQUAR, then you're going 


‘Okay, 80 Adam Cray is the “new” Atom. : 


‘The “new” Atom wears green. The “new” 
Atom fought some. Funny. thing 


‘ncorpions. 
is, I think Adam Cray is actually Ray 


Palmer. Have I got.you cornered + 
So the “new” (a lot of that:this year. 
isn't thers?) Thinker and’ Oracle ere-now 
actual, paid (?) members of the Squad. 
This is good. At least those of us who read 


their lack of action in the Kobra story. But 
Amanda! Amanda and her vicious beating 
of Carmichael was.a sight to see. How 
often does the Wall get to show her 

3? Let's see that again. 

Now, the J.B:B. Stuart ay 
thrilled me to pieces. It will be great to 
see him in future isaues, maybe even to 


discover the final fates of both the . 


Monster Seca. aed Sk Rock and Easy 
‘Maybe’ 
‘Company: as 


4 Indian Hill Avenue 
Portland, CT 06480 


No information on the Monster Squad, 
milord; I think the last. contemporary 
appearance of any of Easy Company was 
by Wildman (now @ full-fledged general) 
in the INVASION! cronsover issue of 
FIRESTORM #80. 

But maybe we should get General 
J-E.B. Stewart. and General Wildman 


together fora reunion or' something. I'm , 


sure the old coots lost touch years ago... 


Dear Dan, 

Tve never written to SUICIDE SQUAD 
before, but I hope you won't hold-that 
against me. I've been John Ostrander’s 
biggest fan since the ion of the 
“new” Squad in the pages of the: LEG- 
ENDS miniseries. Every issue of SS is 
enshrouded in mystery due to Ostrander's 
(and Yale's) unique imagination. Unlike 
other titles, where the reader is always 
‘one step ahead of the story. readers of 


SQUAD are strung along, expecting.the. 


‘same run-of-the-mill comic book ending to 


‘occur, but are always shocked by those 
Ostrander twists which lead to an unex- 
pected ending. For example, Ravan's 
death at the end of issue #47 was some- 
thing that I never: to happen. 

On the issue of death, I am pleased 
with the fact that when someone dies . 
within these pages, they're really dead 
and don't miraculously come back to life 
(anti issue #50, of course’. Since I've beer 
with the Squad since iasue #1, I've seon 
oodles of characters (heroes and villains) 


« buy the farm. I think the only character 


who died who I didn't ery for, not even 
shedding one tear for, was Dr. Light. 
From the beginning, I felt-that he just 
wasn't Squad material, ard I guess you 
thought £0, too. You know, they say great 
minds think alike. 

Now, more specifically, I turn my atten- 
tion to issue #49, This issue left me with 
the sense that all of the Squadders have 
become tougher. All the characters 


Cray. 
So, the Wall's going -to add Cliff 
Carmichael (a.<.a. The New Thinker) to 
yuad's ranks. With this New Thinker 
does 


the subject of Oracle, why don’t you mve 
her the gizmos that allowed Ravan to 
walk again? [ think Barbara would be 


another example of Ostrander’s creative 
genius, and I think you should go with it 
for the time being till John and Kim have 


; however, if Nemesia and 


~ Nightshade rejoined along with Green 


‘Arrow, then Id really be So, go 
ahead. Impress me! I can't wait till #50 
hite the sheives!! 

John Babos 


(No address given) 


‘You want Nemesis? You got him! 

‘You want Nightshade? You got her! 

You. want Green Arrow? Read GREEN 
ARROW! Sorry! Maybe next time, John. 
‘Thanks for the letter! 


